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BOOK REVIEWS 
Psoriasis: Cell Proliferation. Edited by N. A. Wright and R. S. 
Camplejohn . Churchill Livingston , Inc., New York, 1983 (413 pp, 
$6.5 00) 
Histor ica lly, t he controversy shrouding epidermal cell kinetics has 
led t he seriously inte rested student to a state of bewildered despa ir. T o 
pu t t his s it uation right N. A. Wri ght and R. S . Camplejohn organized 
a symposium " ... where t he major protagonists (in this field ) could 
state the ir views in deta il and discuss them fully." To a la rge extent 
thi s book meets t he ir goa l. 
The book is a collect ion of papers appa rently delivered at ·a sympo-
sium on an unspecified date. The book is o rgan ized in to three main 
sections labeled (1) Methodology in Human Epidermis, (2) Cell P roli f-
eration in Normal and Psori atic Epidermis- t he Proli ferative Defect 
in Psoriasis, a nd (3) Cell Ki netics a nd Drug Response in Psoriasis. 
Eac h of t he 42 repo rt s is brief a nd well referenced. For the most part 
t he a rt icles a re well written a nd well illustrated. T he format is clea r 
a nd the collec tion is easy to read. An obvious effort has been made 
here to emphasize methodologic descriptions. This emphasis is partic-
ula rly va luable s ince the discrepa ncies in the li teratu re a re due un-
doubtedly to t he expe rimental approaches used. The references are 
current as well as class ica l. Interjected a mong the presentations are 
di scussions t hat a re ve ry helpful in putting t he proffered concepts into 
perspective. Un fortun ate ly, more of these in tegrative d iscussions were 
not included a nd t he prolocuto rs of the d iscuss ions were not identified. 
Although afte r reading the book t he reader is left with a good grasp of 
the state of the fi eld, he/she is not left with a clear or imaginative 
co ncept of where the fie ld is heading and specifica lly how t he current 
co ntroversies wi ll or can be resolved. 
The roster co nsists of workers from Europe, North America, and 
Is rae l who have been active in t his fie ld. Glaring omissions from t he 
program are workers representing two importa nt approaches: (1) t hat 
made by Lavker and others who have defined subpopulations of epi-
derma l basal ce lls and (2) that made by several groups who have ta ken 
a more biochemica l and analyt ica l approach using the ep idermal cell 
cu lture system of Rheinwald and Green. 
T his collection is not for the casual student of dermatology, pso rias is, 
o r biology of t.he skin. In stead it is d irected to, and it is c rucia l reading 
for, the a nalyt ically minded student of, or the researcher into, biology 
a nd diseases of t.he skin. 
Kurt S. Stenn , M.D. 
New Haven, Con necticut 
Pathophysiology of Dermatologic Diseases. Edited by Nicholas A. 
Soter and Howard P. Baden. McG raw-Hill Book Company, New 
York , 1984 (466 pp, $30.00) 
D rs. Sote r a nd Baden have provided t he dermatologic educator with 
a superb softbac k book that ca n be used for: medical student, medical 
resident, and first -year dermatology resident instruction. This book is 
a mu lt iautho red volume which presents succinct discuss ions of the 
pathophys iology of comm on derm atologic d iseases. A number of the 
chapte rs a re tru ly outstanding; specia l mention must be made of t he 
exce llent chapter by Karen Holbrook on structure a nd development of 
the skin. There a re a few chapte rs that are included for the sa ke of 
completeness which do not provide ins ights in to mechanism or patho-
phys iology; rather, they stray into cli nical description and do not fo llow 
the fundamental theme of the book. The dermal -epidermal interface is 
an a rea of major progress over t he past five yea rs. The description of 
the ultrastructura l anatomy and immunologic constituents a re handled 
too briefly. Th is importa nt a rea should be amplified in future editions. 
Th is vo lu me is ext remely well written a nd eminently readable. The 
selection of topics is exce llent and most of t he high points of cutaneous 
pathop hys iology a re deta iled. Minor deficiencies will undoubtedly be 
corrected in la ter ed it ions. Drs. Soter a nd Baden are to be commended 
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for an extrao rdina ri ly useful , highly focused volume which I am de -
lighted to recommend to my neophyte learners. 
GeraldS. Lazarus, M.D . 
Ph ilade lphia, Pennsylvania 
Books Received 
The followi ng books have been received and may be reviewed in a 
subsequent issue: 
Vulvar Disew;e (Second edit ion), Volu me 9 in Major Problems in 
Obstet rics and Gynecology Series, Edua rd G. Friedrich, Jr. , H.A.B., 
M.D. , L.L.D. W.B. Saunders Company, Phi lade lphia, London, To-
ronto, Mexico City, Rio de Janeiro, Sydney, and Tokyo, 1983. 
Harry's Cosmeticology (Seventh edition), J.B. Wilkinson, M .A., 
B.Sc. , C.Chem. , F .R.S.C., R.J. Moore, B.Sc., C.Chem., M .R.S.C . 
M.I.Inf.Sc. (eds). The Chem ical Publishing Co., Inc. , New York, 1982.' 
Controversies in Dermatology, E rvin Epstein , M .D. W.B. Sau nders 
Company, P hiladelphia. London, T oronto, Mex ico City, R io de Janeiro, 
Sydney, and Tokyo, 1984. 
Topics in Photomedicine, Kendric C. Smi th (ed.). Plenum P ress, New 
York and London, 1984 . 
C02 Laser Surgery, I. Kapla n, S. Giler. Springer-Verlag, Berlin 
Heidelberg, New York, a nd Tokyo, 1984. ' 
Progress in Disew;es of the Skin (Volume 2), Raul Fleischmaje r , 
M.D ., Grune & Stratton, Inc. a nd Harcourt Brace Jovanovich , Orlando 
San Diego, San Francisco, New York, London, Toronto, Montreal ' 
Sydney, Tokyo, and Sao Paulo, 1984. ' 
Malignant Melanoma and N evocellular N evi. Histoge nesis and Re-
lationships, F luorescence-microscopic and Catam nestic Photographic 
Studies, Dr. med. Eberha rd Paul, T hieme-Stratto n Inc. , New York 
1984. ' 
The Retinoids (Volumes 1 a nd 2), Michael B. Spo rn , Anita B. 
Roberts, DeWitt S. Goodman (eds.). Academic Press Inc. (Ha rcourt 
Brace J ovanovich), Orlando, San Diego, San F rancisco, New York 
London , T oronto, Montreal, Sydney, T okyo, and Sao Pau lo, 1984. ' 
Adolescent Health Care. A Practical Guide, Lawrence S. Neinstein 
M.D. Urban & Schwarzenberg, Balt imore and Munich, 1984. ' 
Practical Problems in Dermatology, Prof. Ronald Marks. Martin 
Dunitz, Ltd, London and Hans Huber Publishers , 1983. 
Clinical P harmacology of Skin Disease, David R. B ickers, M .D., Pau l 
G. Hazen, M.D ., Wi ll iam S. Lynch, M .D. Churchill Livingstone, New 
York, Edinburgh, London, and Melbourne, 1984 . 
Hydroxyanisole: Recent Advances in Anti-Melanoma. Therapy, P.A. 
Ri ley (ed.). IRL Press, Oxford and W ashington, D.C. , 1984. 
Epidemic of Acquired i mmune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) and 
Kaposi's Sarcoma , G. Giraldo, E. Beth (eds.). Karger, Basel, Munchen 
P aris, London, New York , Tokyo, a nd Sydney, 1984. ' 
Dermatology Revision. MCQs, Case Histories and Picture Interpre-
tat ion, S .K. Goolamali , M.D. , (Lone!) F.R. C.P. Church ill Livingstone, 
Edinburgh, London , Melbourne, and New York, 1984. 
Occupational Shin Disease, Robert M. Adams, M .D., Grune & Strat-
ton, New York, 1983. 
Immunology of Anergy and Systemic Lupus Erythematosus, RS. 
Schwartz (ed. ), Volume 35 in Progress in Allergy, K. Ishizaka , P . Kallas, 
B.H. Waksman (Series edi tors). Karger, Basel, Munchen, Paris, Lon-
don , New York, T okyo, and Sydney, 1984. 
Current Issues in Dermatology (Volume 2), J effrey P. Callen, Mark 
V. Dahl, Loren E. Golitz, James E. Rasmussen , Samuel J . Stegma n 
(eds.). G.K. Hall Medical Publishers, Boston, 1984. 
Adverse Reactions to Foods, John A. Anderson, M .D. , Dorothy D. 
Sogn, M.D . (eds.). Produced by the American Academy of Allergy & 
Immunology and the National Instit ute of Allergy & Infectious Dis-
eases, Washington, D.C., 1984. 
